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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, T E X A S - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _

news release
For Immediate Release:

31 May 1996

HOMEPORT ASSIGNMENT FOR USS CORMORANT

Washington, DC -- 15th District Congressman Kika de la Garza
announced this afternoon that the Navy has selected Ingleside,
Texas, as homeport for the newly constructed OSPREY Class coastal
Mine hunter USS CORMORANT (MHC 57).
This action will become
effective upon commissioning, scheduled for early 1997.
The USS CORMORANT is the seventh ship of the USS OSPREY class
of Coastal Mine Hunters (MHCs).
MHCs are designed to provide
protection to surface battle groups, amphibious groups and other
military shipping against mining threats by locating, classifying
and neutralizing mines. CORMORANT is currently under construction
by Avondale All in new Orleans, LA.
MHC 57 is named for a bird and commemorates the service of a
previous minecraft of the same name. The first CORMORANT (AM 40)
(later ATO 133) (1919-1946) participated in the sweeping of the
North Sea Mine Barrage, engaged in experimental mining and
minesweeping work for the Bureau of Ordnance (1921-1942), and
earned one battle star for her World War II service.
The second
CORMORANT (AMS 122) served from 1953 to 1970.
"The arrival of the USS CORMORANT will bring many new
personnel to our area.
We are looking forward to welcoming both
her and them to South Texas," Congressman de la Garza said "and are
happy to see the continued expansion of operations at Ingleside."
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